Ultrasonographic evaluation of the influence of different postures on diaphragmatic motion in mechanically ventilated patients.
We confirmed a diaphragmatic motion during mechanical ventilation in four patients with central nervous system damage. The right hemidiaphragm were visualized with 3.5 MHz ultrasound, and motion was measured using time-motion analysis in separate postures. The dome was most impaired during the right decubitus posture. The crural region was most improving during the left decubitus posture. The costal region was most impaired during the sitting posture. The motion of the dependent region was impaired.